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observe it. Lastly the real purdah was of the heart. A.
woman who peeped through the purdah and contemplated
a male on whom her gaze fell violated the spirit behind
it. If a woman observed it in spirit, she was truly carrying
out what the great Prophet had said.

Harijan, 23-3-'47
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THE WIDOW'S WAIL
Remarriage of widows is necessary to a certain extent.
The reform can be brought about only when our youths
have purified themselves. Are they pure ? Do they profit
by their education ? Or why blame their education ? From,
childhood up a slave mentality is sedulously cultivated iiv,
us. And if we cannot think freely, how can we act freely ?'
We are alike slaves of the caste, of a foreign education,
and of an alien Government. Every one of the facilities:
provided us has become our fetters. There are so many"
educated youths amongst us. How few of them have.*
thought of the lot of the widows in their own homes ! How
few have resisted the temptation of lucre! How few
regard them as their own sisters and mothers and protect
their honour! How few have had the courage of their
convictions and defied their castes to do their worst t
Whom is the poor widow to approach ? What comfort can I
bring her ? How few of them are readers of the Navajivan T
How few even of those who read it can act up to their
convictions! And yet I have occasionally devoted the-
columns of the Navajivan to the widow's wail, and hope to:
do more as opportunity offers itself. In the meantime I
would appeal to every one who has a child widow under-
his care to consider it his duty to marry her.
Young India, 4-2-'26